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demned heretical books written by the bishops; and
the dignified < Fathers in God5 treated the Lower
House with the infinite compassion and gentleness of
wise and loving parents towards weak and erring
children. But on this occasion it is the Lower House
which has had to guide the ' Fathers' and to preserve
their feet lest they should stumble and fall. Alas !
where now are the Tillotsons and the Stillingfleets ?
The see of Gloucester has not an Edward Fowler, nor
Ely a Simon Patrick. Gilbert Burnet does not come
from Salisbury, Thomas Tenison from Lincoln, nor
John Williams from Chichester. John Moore is no
longer at Norwich, nor Thomas Sprat at Kochester,
and Winchester has not even its Peter Mew. We do
not, however, forget that Tait was absent, and that
Thirlwall and Temple were on the right side.

The informal reason of this Convocation panic was
the Westminster communion, which was, as the
Bishop of St. David's said, and as every member of
either House who had not sacrificed his judgment as
well as his c consistency? knew to be, altogether
distinct from the question of a Unitarian being among
the Revisionists. Mr. Vance Smith, like any other
Englishman, was at liberty to join in any act of
worship in the National Church, and no clergyman
could lawfully have refused to give him the Sacra-
ment.* The bishops may have forgotten the constitu-
tion of the Church of England, but if they had
looked at their Prayer-Books they would have found

* Chancellor Massmgberd quoted a statute of the time of Edward VI.,
which forbids any Clergyman to deny the sacrament to any person humbly
and devoutly desiring it.